Australian War Savings Stamps

History

To encourage participation of the average person during WWI, a fundraising
scheme was designed by the Government in 1915. The scheme was based
on a British version whereby every 6d invested was exchanged for a war
saving stamp, booklets were free. The success of this scheme was such
that it was re introduced at the beginning of WWII. The popular 6d fighter
plane was designed and introduced in 1940 along with an impressive 5/-
stamp and prepared for sale at all Post Offices with a free booklet on
request. Advertisements pointed out both the need to curb excessive
expenditure for the common good and the advantages of establishing a
sizeable nest egg for when peace eventually returned. An attempt to
continue the scheme in the post war years with the introduction of a new
stamp was quickly was abolished due to lack of interest.

Scope of the Display

Chronologically arranged to illustrate a creative scheme introduced by the

government to raise funds for the war effort using stamps. The savings stamps

within this display represent all recorded issues. Bonds and certificates could
be purchased and redeemed at any Post Office.

Frame Layout

Pages 2-5 show the WWIvalues together with the only supplied official booklet
printed for use followed by the £1 certificate which completes the story.

Pages 6-10 begins with the first official booklet printed for the introduction
of the WWII scheme. Stamps with perfs and watermarks are shown with an
illegally used cover previously undescribed. Completed booklets used for gifts
and prizes. Certificates issued in exchange for a completed booklet.

Pages 11-15 continues with the 5/- showing 3 shades, the official booklet
with perforated pages could be exchanged for either certificates or bonds.
Bond receipt and £5 certificate is shown. The last 2 pages show the
continuation of the scheme post war with an imprint block of only 3 known.
The stamp, booklet and certificate have had all references to ‘war’ removed.

Much of the information pertaining to the issues is personal research.
Complete printing records are yet to be found, my research is ongoing.
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World War I

WWI 2/6d War Savings Stamp

1 of approx. 30 copies recorded.

One printing only by the Government printer T. Harrison on watermarked paper Crown over A perf 14
printed in sheets of 120 (10 x 12)














































