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In the wholesale liquor industry in Australia, the wholesale Wine & Spirit Association and the
Australian Wine & Brandy Association in NSW derived their income from members by way of a tax
on their sales. This was done by the member purchasing stamps from the association and attaching
these to their invoices, clause 94 of the constitution of the Wine & Spirit Merchants Association of
NSW reads:

“Each and every member shall purchase from the Association and affix stamps or tokens on all
invoices to persons, firms, companies, clubs or institutions helding a license in New South Wales for
the sale of wines, spirits, cider, beer and stout. The value of the stamps or tokens to be affixed shall
be determined by the committee from time to time. Until otherwise determined the value shall be %d
in every £1 of the price of the goods sold, excluding sales tax. Provided always that all invoices for
sales “Under Bond” as ships stores or for export shall be exempt.”

To ensure compliance with the rules at the end of each financial year the member was required to
make a Statutory Declaration as to his sales over the year.

One such occasion on 1st September 1928 the whole of the Liguor Industry joined together when a
referendum was to be held on whether NSW citizens wanted their state to stay “WET” or go “DRY”.
Needless to say the Referendum resulted in a landslide against prohibition. On the same day in 1928
the ACT citizens voted to make the ACT “WET"” which then paved the way for legislation to allow for
the widespread introduction of liquor into Canberra.

No correct dated listing has been published to date, most work has been conjecture due to the lack
of dated copies or complete documents, many have vermin damage.

Scope of the Display

This display is separated into the three associations. Wine Association, Wine & Spirit Association
and the Wine, Spirit & Brandy Association. The printer and printing details of these trade stamps is
unknown. All are on unwatermarked paper. No listing of issue date exist, personal researchis shown.

Frame Layout.

Page 1. Introduction to the exhibit.
Pages 2-5. Wine Association with earliest recorded date 29/7/27 & last recorded date 30/7/31.

Pages 6 - 11. Wine & Spirit Association with earliest recorded date 8/7/27 & last recorded date
28/2/57.

Pages 12-15. Wine, Spirit & Brandy Association with earliest recorded date 2/7/28 & last recorded
date 9/7/31.
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